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Welcome to our 

latest update 

It’s been another busy 

few months. The team 

are at full capacity and 

referrals remain high. 

However, there is lots to 

celebrate amongst the 

busy-ness! We are 

providing more and more 

support as we continue 

to partner with local 

organisations. I am really 

proud of what we are 

achieving and that others 

recognise the value of 

working with us. We will 

do all that we can to 

provide the best possible 

support for those who 

are struggling. We’ve 

also managed some fun 

times with recent 

afternoon teas, garden 

parties, the fun day and 

a concert and we’ve 

been busy finalising 

details for our summer 

programme. As you can 

imagine, no two weeks 

are the same!  

 

Thank you as always, for 

your continued support.  

 

Kelly 

The power of partnership 

Over our many years working in this 

community we have built up good 

relationships with lots of different individuals 

and organisations. This often leads to 

partnership work - pooling ideas and 

resources to provide the best support 

possible. In this update we feature just some 

of the great partnership working taking place 

at the moment. 

Joint research and campaign 

We have been working with other 

organisations from across the New Forest 

(including NFDC, Citizen’s Advice, 

Southampton University) for the last 12 

months or so to look at the cost of living 

crisis.  This work included a piece of research 

identifying some of the challenges faced by 

those living in the New Forest.  

This has now led to a 3 year funded post (by 

the Trussell Trust) to take forward some of the 

recommendations from the research and not 

only campaign for change but to see change 

happen. A lady called Lisa Knott is taking up 

this challenge and we continue to be part of 

the steering group that will help drive the 

direction of this work. We’re hoping for lots of 

good news to report soon. 
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A very tasty partnership 

Partnering with COOK to deliver healthy, tasty, 

easy to cook meals for some of those that we 

work with has been an amazing blessing. 

Thank you COOK for your support over the last 

18 months! And thank you to our volunteers 

who pick up the meals for us every week.  

Wednesday Community Hub 

Another example of partnership working at its 

best! The FareShare larder, supported by our 

Community Workers and volunteers, with a 

cooking demo from Laura and debt advice 

from Citizen’s Advice once a month, as well as 

other specialist organisations.  

Energy Crisis 

It can’t be avoided! We are all affected by the 

rise in energy costs and we’re doing our best to 

ensure we can do all that we can to help. We 

are working closely with Citizen’s Advice, both 

receiving referrals for fuel help from them and 

making referrals to them. This requires new 

procedures, new ways of doing things, new 

agreements, but all in order to ensure we can 

support those who are struggling. It also 

requires additional funding (this time from 

NFDC) to make it happen. A big shout out to 

Jane, who is the person who is often having to 

learn and implement these new ways of working.  

Getting set for the summer 
Plans are in place for a fun-packed six weeks. We have activity days to 

Longleat, kayaking and the water park for our young people, an all in 

group trip to Monkey World, two play days for some of the children we 

work with in school, and four larder play sessions. There’ll always be 

someone from the team available and Basics Bank and our Wednesday 

Community hub will continue to run throughout the holidays.  

And to continue the royal theme, we were 

delighted that two of our volunteers, Tom and 

Mandy finally got to attend the Queen’s 

Garden Party in recognition of our award for 

voluntary service that we received in 2020.  

It was good to 

be back!  
After the enforced 

Covid break, the Totton 

Family Fun Day was 

back this year and we 

were glad to be a part 

of it. Running the kids 

tent, we loved playing, 

crafting, planting and 

painting with you all. 

Over 5,000 people 

came to the event 

which celebrated 

everything community!  

A party to remember! 

What a great afternoon we had to celebrate the 

platinum jubilee. Over 60 of those we know, 

work with, or support us came together to 

enjoy a fabulous afternoon of cake, scones and 

singing (led by our own Brigitte of course). It 

really was a lovely time that brought so many 

people together.  

Summer sounds  
Some of the team 

enjoyed an afternoon of 

music from the Solent 

Concert Orchestra last 

month. Thank you to all 

those that attended, 

listened to our talk and 

bought some of our 

cakes. All donations go 

to support our work. 

Thank you to the 

orchestra for choosing 

to support us. 
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