July 2020

National recognition
Welcome to our July
update.
Has it really been more than
13 weeks since we first went
into ‘lockdown’? It’s
surprising how quickly you
can adapt and embrace a new
way of working. Don’t get me
wrong, we are all missing the
face to face interaction but
I’m so pleased that we have
been able to keep in contact
with many of our individuals
and families. Zooming for
TIDES, Belong, and
Community Brunch on a
weekly basis along with
regular calls, messages and
the odd treat left on a
doorstep has been the norm
now for some weeks. As
restrictions get lifted we will
adjust too although it may be
some time yet before we’re
properly back to normal.
Take care, Kelly

Last month we were delighted to
receive The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service. This is an
amazing achievement for us and
rightly recognises our very special
volunteers. Obviously at the
moment not all our volunteers are
currently giving their time and
skills as we operate a different
programme of support. However
for the ones that are we are so
appreciative and for those who
aren’t we are still so grateful for all
the support you give us and look
forward to when we’re back to
normal again.

that support us in so many
ways....Basics Bank, office support,
group facilitation, trustees,
befriending, crèche and not to
mention the team at The
Chapel. This award is for all of you
(some of you are in the pic above)
who help make sure YFM can
continue to love this community.
We’re hoping to mark this
achievement later this year when
social distancing rules allow. And
there’ll be invites in the post to a
garden party at Buckingham
Palace in 2021...something to look
forward to.

We have more than 50 volunteers

I am absolutely delighted that they have been
accepted for the award. The organisation has
done an exceptional job, supporting the local
community for years and years.
Cllr David Harrison

Basics Bank sees a soar in demand
Sadly but not surprisingly Basics
Bank has seen a huge increase in
demand. As the impact of the
Coronavirus takes its toll we are
seeing more and more people
struggling to buy food for
themselves.
A massive thank you to the
volunteers and church team who
help make sure we can still run

the food bank. We simply couldn't
do it without them.
And a thank you to all those who
donate food or give financially.
We have also been blessed with a
continued partnership with ASDA
and support from FareShare and
Morrison’s who all help make sure
we are stocked up!

An amazing 20 years!
If any of you know our Office and Finance Manager, Trish, you will
know how much she will hate me writing this. But I couldn’t let this
work birthday slip by without a mention. Team members past and
present will completely agree that she is a star and is the glue that
helps hold it all together. Humble and unassuming she works
tirelessly to make sure YFM runs smoothly. We’ve asked for another
20 years from Trish but I’m not sure she’s in agreement! Thanks for
everything Trish - we’ll celebrate once we’re all together again.

Emerging from lockdown
The food bank continues to remain open and our Family Workers
and office staff are still here to provide support as they have been
throughout this time.
There are some changes as of July - one of our Youth Workers is
back doing 1:1 mentoring out of school and our Schools Worker is
also returning for a few hours a week as requested by one of the
local schools - we are going to trial a new way of working with them
in preparation for how we might operate in September. The Chapel
Manager is also back for a few hours starting to plan! We hope to
have the full team up and running from September although I’m
sure there will still be a need to operate and do things differently.
We will of course update you as things change. Now more than ever
it is key that we continue to be here for this community.

We’re busy coming up with a
plan to try and open the Chapel
café and Treasure Box charity
shop. As I’m sure you’ll
appreciate we need to make
sure that we can do this safely
for staff, volunteers and
customers so please bear with
us...but we’ve really missed you
all and can’t wait to see you
again.
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