
Jousting in the sun at the Family Fun Day! 

What a great day! This year’s Totton 

Family Fun Day saw almost 7,000       

people attend, enjoying the great 

weather, the great activities and 

events and all for free! This year YFM 

did it a bit differently and the team 

ran the inflatable jousting. With     

children, young people,  parents and 

grandparents all taking part it was 

definitely a memorable day. We had a 

great time—hope you all did too!  If 

you want to see any more jousting 

photos, like our Facebook page. 

 

Welcome to our latest update 

As I write, the team are busy with 

plans for the summer - this is a great 

time for YFM to continue building 

relationships with children, young 

people and their families, all through 

fun activities and trips. Hopefully you 

will have heard that YFM is in a 

much better financial position than 

we were a few months ago. This is 

thanks to very generous donations, 

fundraising events, and grant funds, 

which have mostly come from        

previously untapped sources. We 

continue to work hard to ensure the               

sustainability of YFM into the future. 

Any support you are able to give 

through donations or even putting 

on an event is a great help and very 

much appreciated. To finish I would 

like to say a huge thank you to the 

Basics Bank team and some extra 

volunteers for their help in sorting 

the 1.5 tonnes of food from a recent 

initiative at Tesco. That should keep 

us going for a while!  

Enjoy the summer. God bless 

Kelly  

‘Tea at the Ritz’ 

 July update 

Youth and Families Matter is the community project of Testwood Baptist Church 

We are so grateful to everyone who 

supports our work. In this edition we 

say a big thank you to the team at 

Wellow Methodist Church who      

organised a fantastic afternoon of 

tea, sandwiches, cakes and            

entertainment all for YFM. Over 

£500 was raised at this event. If you 

like to put on events, why not do it 

for YFM? 



 
Youth and Families Matter, Testwood Baptist Church, 283a Salisbury Road, Totton, Southampton, Hampshire, SO40 3LZ  

Tel:  02380 860320.  Email:  info@youthandfamiliesmatter.org.uk.  www.youthandfamiliesmatter.org.uk 

   Like Youth and Families Matter and The Chapel on Facebook for all the latest news and updates 

Summer at The Chapel 
There’s always a hive of activity at 

The Chapel and the team are now 

busy planning for the summer. As 

well as new seasonal drinks and 

food on the menu the team are 

also gearing up for new events and      

activities.  
 

The Chapel continues to make   

money for YFM which is fantastic 

but what is also amazing is how   

The Chapel has been able to help 

our community. The Chapel team 

have been able to help several  

families with clothes; a homeless 

man with food, drink and clothing; 

a woman can now leave her house 

and go somewhere she feels safe 

by herself without the support of  

social workers; and volunteers are 

able to build up their self-esteem 

and get back to the work                          

environment. We are constantly 

amazed at the impact The Chapel is 

having here in our community. 

The Streetwise project 

Our new Chapel team members 

Kim Debbie 

Right from the beginning we have always planned and budgeted to have a 

manager and some additional paid hours to ensure The Chapel reaches its 

potential. Joining Laura and the team of volunteers we have Kimm and 

Kathy, both working eight hours each. Debbie has also joined the team on a 

more flexible basis covering any holidays or absences. We are delighted to 

have them as part of the team. 

The Streetwise project has been a 

big part of YFM. As some of you 

know, the bus is currently off the 

road - this is partly due to the high 

costs to keep it running (and our 

difficulty with finances) but also a 

reflection of the changing need of 

young people in this community. 

Over the last two years we have 

seen a change in their behaviours. 

The groups of young people that the 

Streetwise bus was set up for and 

very successfully addressed are 

simply not there like they used to  

be. We are excited to be developing 

a new young persons strategy that 

works with them in a different way 

to how Streetwise has traditionally                      

operated. We will therefore be    

looking to sell the Streetwise bus. 

Our new strategy for young people 

may involve a new van or minibus - 

we are currently pulling lots of ideas 

together that will inform our work 

going        

forward and 

when we 

know a bit 

more, we 

will share 

with you.  A 

big thank you to all of you that have 

given your time and support of the 

Streetwise bus and project - your               

contribution has helped change lives.  

Kathy 

YFM’s summer     

programme 

4 activity days for young  

    people 

2 family trips to Weymouth  

    and Swanage 

5 days of Playscheme 

5 craft days at The Chapel 


